Static Electricity

Station 1

Make the Water Bend- Turn on the water faucet so that it makes a very fine and steady stream. Take your balloon and rub it against your hair. Hold it close to the stream of water.

Questions

1. What did you observe?

2. 2. What do you think is causing this to happen?

Now rub your hand over the balloon close to the stream again.

Questions

1. What reaction did you get this time?

2. What do you think could have caused this to happen?
Station 2

Dancing Paper


Place a small amount of confetti under an inverted plastic cup.

Now blow up a balloon and rub it on your hair

1. What happens to the confetti when you bring the balloon close to the cup?

Turn the cup right side up with the confetti on the bottom. Rub your balloon on your hair once more and watch what happens to the confetti this time.

1. What do you think could have caused this to happen?

Station 3

Salt and Pepper

Shake out some salt and pepper onto a piece of paper. Mix them up really well.


Now blow up a balloon and rub it on your hair. Without touching the grains of salt and pepper hold the balloon over the salt and pepper.



1. What happens to the salt and pepper?

Increase the distance between the grains and the balloon and repeat the activity.



1. Was there a difference between the reactions of salt and of the pepper? Why do you think it is different?

Station 4

Foiled Again

String 4 small pieces of foil onto the fishing line. Have 2 people hold it straight.

Have another person hold the comb at one end, rub the comb with the wool horizontally making sure not to touch the comb at the other end.




Touch only the first piece of foil.


1. Do the squares react? In which direction do they move?

2. How can you explain this reaction?

Station 5

Kissing Cousins

Inflate 2 balloons. Give them faces. Tie the balloons onto each end of the fishing line. Rub the face of only ONE balloon on your hair. Hold the line in the  middle and allow the balloons to kiss. Hold hand between the two balloons.

1. Describe what you observed.


Now rub the face of BOTH balloons and try to make them kiss.

1. Describe what you observed.

2. What do you think is causing this to happen?

Station 6

Rolling Cans

Have a person hold the pipe at one end, rub the pipe with the wool horizontally making sure not to touch the pipe at the other end.

Lay an empty soda can on its side on the table. Place the pipe close to the can. move the pipe slowly in different directions.


1. Does the can respond? How?

2. Explain what you think is making this happen?

3. Measure how far the can will continue to roll.
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