Science Scoop

When you notice how objects are similar
or different, you're thinking like a scientist.
Scientists put things into groups by looking

at how they are alike or different.This is

called classification. For example, one

way scientists classify trees is by their leaves:
Trees that drop their leaves each year are
called deciduous; trees that don’t drop
their leaves are called evergreen.When
scientists find a new type of tree to classify,
they ask ‘‘yes®’ or ¢“no’’ questions to
decide which group it belongs in. If they ask,
“Does this tree drop its leaves each year?” and
the answer is “yes,” then the tree is deciduous.
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Now it’s time for you to
experiment.Try making
up different rules for
the same collection of
objects. Or use the same
rule for a different
collection of objects.
What happens if you use only
two objects? Can someone
still guess your rule? Send
your best rule to ZOOM
and tell us what objects fit
into the group.




